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G ene William Anderson of Waupaca Wisconsin, passed away on January 26,

2024 at 84 years old.
Gene was born on December 20, 1939 to John (Jack) and Florence Anderson in New

London.

Gene is survived by his wife Carla, son William Anderson (Kristi), daughter Tammy
Anderson Callis (Scot), grandchildren Emily Anderson Frett (Brian), Luke Anderson,

and Kinderly Bueche (Kameron), great grandchildren Kaiden and Bentley Gene
Bueche, twin brother Joseph Anderson (Nancy), and sister Jane Anderson (Geoffrey

Andersen), sister-in-law, Barb Anderson. He is preceded in death by his grandson

Jacob Anderson, brothers (spouses) George (Elayne), James, and John (Mona), and
great niece Christen Harrington.

He graduated from Waupaca High School in 1957.
Gene had a gift for relaying his many tales, whether it be the roads he traveled, the

love of his life, or the automobiles and trucks he had driven. On May 28, 1958, at Al

and Ralphs Filling Station (by the High School), Gene asked Carla Grenlie if she
wanted a ride on his motorcycle. She was the love of his life from that day forward.

On November 24, 1962, they were married.
Gene held his family close. He was the most loving husband, father, and grandfather.

When his children were growing up, his numerous hobbies always included family;
Roller skating Saturday evenings at Bear Lake, ski trips, airplane rides (he flew

Cessnas), traveling in his motorhome, and many cross-country road trips. Later in

life he resumed riding Harleys, driving semi tractors, and scuba diving.
He was extremely entrepreneurial and always had a vision. Out of high school, he

worked for Kleinhuizen Tree Service until 1958 doing line clearance, which led to
him starting Anderson Tree Service in 1968. Each summer he took a leave of absence

from truck driving and worked the Tree Service, while also building other businesses.
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In 1978, he started Anderson Wrecker Service (short lived!), followed by Anderson

Disposal in 1979. Thinking he wanted a less stressful career; he and Carla built the
Weyauwega Dairy Bar and the Weyauwega Car Wash in 1986. Throughout nearly his

entire working career, Gene drove semi-truck during his “down time,” starting in
1958 with HO Wolding, Dushek Trucking, Kiekhaefer (Mercury Marine OTR) and

Ruan Transport.

One of his greatest achievements was building his 1982 motor coach, which he used
to this day. Not surprising, he drove semi until he was 81. He maneuvered an 18-

wheel semi through Milwaukee to downtown Chicago weekly. There are not many
highways, truck stops, or greasy spoons he did not visit. When he was not driving a

truck or up in a tree, he loved hanging out at his shop and daily breakfast “meetings”

at Waupaca restaurants.
As a local high school graduate with no formal higher education, Gene built a

successful and impactful life in Waupaca. He loved hanging at his shop, looking at
the lake and treasured Sunday afternoon pontoon rides. He was very proud of

reaching his dreams based on pure hard work, commitment, and curiosity.

There was nothing he could not do. He was fearless. Whether it was landing planes in
hay fields, climbing 100’ trees with electrical wires tangled in them, or maneuvering

Chicago traffic in a semi-truck, Gene did all this with incredible talent and grace.
Even his failing health during the last few years of his life did not stop him from

bringing a uniquely positive energy to everyone he encountered. We will love, miss
you, and cherish the memories.

A Funeral Service for Gene will be at Trinity Lutheran Church on Wednesday,

January 31, 2024 at 11:00 AM. A Visitation will be held from 4:00 – 7:00 PM at the
Holly Funeral Home in Waupaca, WI on Tuesday, January 30, 2024. Visitation will be

held again, at church on Wednesday from 10:00 AM until the time service. Reverend
Andy Behrendt will be officiating. The Holly Funeral Home of Waupaca is assisting

the family with arrangements. To view a live stream of Gene's service, clickhere
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Visitation

A. J. Holly & Sons (Waupaca)

526 S. Main St, Waupaca WI 54981

Visitation

Trinity Lutheran Church

206 East Badger Street, Waupaca WI 54981

Funeral Service

Trinity Lutheran Church

206 East Badger Street, Waupaca WI 54981

Cemetery Details

Scandinavia  Lutheran Cemetery

N6540 County Road G, Scandinavia WI 54977
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Tuesday, January 30, 2024

4:00 PM - 7:00 PM CT

Wednesday, January 31, 2024

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CT

Wednesday, January 31, 2024

11:00 AM CT
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Aj Holly & Sons shared a Gene W. Anderson Service.

January 30 at 4:36 AM

LL Leeann Leroy shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

A fun time in Waupaca with Gene and the Badgers. So much fun!! Will always

remember the good times. Sorry for your loss Carla and family!

February 2 at 5:22 AM

JG Jim  Grant posted:

Sorry to here of your loss. The first time I met gene was the summer of 1957 I just got out of

eighth grade and he was trimming trees in front of our house. He told me he would give me a job

helping trim trees I ran to the house and told my mother and she told me he was just teasing me.

January 31 at 4:28 AM

Anonymous sent a Country Basket Blooms to the Anderson family.

January 30 at 7:03 AM

DL Don And Arlynne Luker  sent a Fairest of All to the Anderson family.

January 29 at 1:57 PM

LT Lux, Lorin, Jane, Mindy, Tasha  sent a Magnificent Life Spray to the Anderson

family.

January 29 at 9:02 AM
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CK Carrie Kaiser  posted:

Thinking and sending so much love to the whole Anderson family at this hard time. xoxo

January 28 at 4:50 PM

LF Love The Kaiser  Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Gene.

January 28 at 4:42 PM

Anonymous sent a Rose Remembrance to the Anderson family.

January 28 at 4:42 PM

SH Susan Hackbarth posted:

I am sorry to hear of Gene's passing. Over the years he and I have exchanged many fun

conversations. He was a good neighbor to Camp Cleghorn. He will be missed. Camp Sue

January 28 at 9:57 AM

LW Love Janell & Dave Weinberger planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Gene.

January 28 at 7:16 AM

Anonymous sent a Blue Caribbean Bouquet to the Anderson family.

January 28 at 7:16 AM
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RL Ross, Deb & Gene Larson planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Gene.

January 28 at 5:01 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Anderson family.

January 28 at 5:01 AM

TH

Todd Bartel January 29 at 9:13 AM

I will miss him at the Rose Garden

Todd Bartel January 29 at 9:12 AM

I believe Gene and Uncle John,his brother always shared the same stories.

Timothy Hooey posted:

He was a friend and Customer of the Family Barber Shop for years.s Rip

January 28 at 4:42 AM

TB

TB
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Aj Holly & Sons shared a Gene W. Anderson Service. January 30 at 4:36 AM
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LL Leeann Leroy shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. February 2 at 5:22 AM

Waupaca
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Gene by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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